
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submission to the First Global Dialogue under the Sharm el-Sheikh Mitigation 

Ambition and Implementation Work Programme on accelerating just energy 

transition, as mandated in Decision 4/CMA.4, para 14 

 

The Geneva Centre for Human Rights Advancement and Global Dialogue is pleased to make 

this submission in contribution to the Sharm el-Sheikh mitigation ambition and 

implementation work programme. This submission is informed by the GCHRAGD’s research 

and by panel discussions held with human rights experts and climate activists, as part of its 

mandate. 

 

Introduction 

Implementing a just transition is assuredly the only pathway to durably and viably avoid 

environmental destruction. The Geneva Centre wishes to emphasize that any effort toward 

low-emission energies should be underpinned by the principles of human rights and the 

ambition to realize the UN Sustainable Development Goals.  

We understand a “just transition” to be one that closes development gaps; empowers 

vulnerable groups; and benefits local communities and workers.  

The energy sector has vast human rights implications. Access to energy plays a determinant 

role in achieving the right to an adequate standard of living

i, combating poverty and inequalities, and realizing the right to development. Energy 

generation and disposal of waste from renewables also directly impacts the enjoyment of 

the right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment recognized by the United Nations 

General Assembly in 2022.ii 

In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, calls for a human rights economy have never been 

louder,iii and the interlinkages between human rights, climate change and the economy have 

been illustrated in their multidimensional form, notably by the IPCC Working Group II in AR6.iv  

Bearing in mind these interlinkages, the GCHRAGD would like to focus this submission on 2 

areas that merit careful planning and pertain to immediate mitigation actions.   

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Investment in manufacturing capability in developing economies.  

 

Developed and emerging economies that are fossil-fuel-dependent or possess high-

emission energy mix have set generally insufficient goals compared to global target GHG 

emission reduction needs. However, many developed have still made significant strides in 

growing their renewable energy sectors and diversifying their economies. At the same time, 

in designing a just transition and advancing the growth of the renewable energy markets, 

Parties should account for risks of technology dominance and exclusion from the supply 

chain. 

Under the current global finance architecture, developing countries face intense challenges 

in addressing poverty; affecting most harshly vulnerable groups such as women, children, 

older persons, and disabled persons, indigenous people and rural populations. 

At the moment, the most promising renewable energy technologiesv such as solar PV vi, wind 

turbinesvii, and geothermal power plant turbinesviii are manufactured in just a few emerging 

and developed economies. This could create a situation of technology dominance over 

developing countries that remain importers or beneficiaries of renewable energy 

technology.ix  

This situation presents both a challenge and an opportunity. In a bid to leave no one behind, 

larger investments in renewable energy industries in developing countries are crucial.x These 

investments can potentially have indirect economic impact in allied economic sectors by 

boosting intermediate inputs of products and services to the manufacturing industry.xi  

Economies endowed with crucial mineral resources could also harness this opportunity to 

diversify their economy. 

Certainly, such projects require high upfront capital and present uncertainties in terms of risk 

and returns.xii   Therefore, in order to explore this avenue of mitigation action, multilateral 

development banks and national development financial institutions would have to take the 

lead in evaluating renewable energy industries potential and helping create an enabling 

national environment for investment through capacity-building and technology transfer. 

Public and private institution may benefit from leveraging the institutional knowledge of 

partners such as the International Finance Corporation.  

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  A Community-Centered Transition 

 

The exclusion of women, especially pregnant and disabled womenxiii remains a major 

challenge in implementing a just transition. Similarly, young people, persons with disabilities, 

indigenous people are also underrepresented in mitigation programmes. The gender policies 

adopted by many Parties and by the Green Climate are a welcomed step forward. However, 

high standards in terms of project assessment, monitoring and compliance with highly 

ambitious guidelines potentially exclude states and non-state actors which do not have 

sufficient institutional capacity, often the most vulnerable.xiv 

For instance, wind and solar energy being land-intensive solutions, land-use conflicts 

between implementing partners and local communities threated to rise regularlyxv. Intricate 

chain of commands and reporting lines among stakeholders in many climate mitigation 

initiatives hamper direct accountability.  

Promoting inclusive and participatory consultations must remain a priority in carrying out 

these initiatives. According to the latest NDC Synthesis Reportxvi, 60% of Parties specifically 

referenced holding gender-sensitive consultations. A clear call to effectively increase this 

share would be beneficial.  

Additionally, only 1% of Parties mentioned the Marrakech Partnership for Global Climate 

Action, which, under the leadership of the high-level champions, supports implementation of 

the Paris Agreement by strengthening collaboration between national governments and 

cities, subnational regions, businesses, investors and civil society to accelerate action on 

climate change.  

In order to scale-up implementation of mitigation ambition, formal arrangements should be 

established to enable national stakeholders; in particular trade associations, chambers of 

commerce, investors and civil society representing marginalized group, to propose and co-

design mitigation programmes 
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