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SBI/SBSTA Koronivia Joint Work on 
Agriculture 
Topic 2a:  Modalities for implementation of the outcomes of the 
five in-session workshops on issues related to agriculture and 
other future topics that may arise from this work 

 
 

Response from the WFO 
 
The World Farmers’ Organisation (WFO) is a farmers’ organisation which represents 
approximately 1.5 billion farmers from 54 countries all over the world. It brings together 
national farmers’ organisations and agricultural co-operatives from all over the world to 
strengthen and represent the voice of agricultural producers. 
 
We welcome the opportunity to respond to this consultation in this important step forward 
for agriculture in the UNFCCC negotiations. 
 
In general: 

 It is very valuable to share knowledge and experiences but we really need the KJWA 
to go beyond this. We want to see outcomes that lead to implementation on the 
ground, making a real difference to farmers across the world;  

 We welcome the detailed examination of the different topics within the KJWA. 
However agriculture is multi-functional with interlinkages between many topics. As 
such awareness is required of the various synergies and possible trade-offs; 

 Farmers have a unique practical expertise, a combination of formal education, 
traditional knowledge, and experience from living and working on the land and with 
nature. Farmers must ultimately implement climate action and must therefore have 
a central role in the KJWA; 

 Understanding failures are as important as sharing successes; 
 At the heart of this work is the need to further food security and the UN 2030 

agenda, explicitly improve agricultural productivity to enable economic growth so 
lifting rural communities out of poverty, and address the issues of future and women 
farmers through an integrated, gender transformative approach.  

 
Bodies under the Convention and beyond 

 Increasing collaboration with other bodies and mechanisms under the Convention is 
critical. We think it is important that they report on their past/current/future work 
on agriculture so that synergies are maximised and duplication avoided.  For 
example if technological advice is needed by the KJWA, appropriate guidance from 
the CTCN or the TEC could be requested. Similarly, if financing to implement 
technical advice is needed, the various financing bodies like the GCF and AF should 
be requested to report to the KJWA on the availability of funding for Parties; 

 In addition other international frameworks like the UN Committee on Food Security, 
will have undertaken work relevant to the KJWA. 
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Funding 
 Funding mechanisms must give higher priority to agriculture and therefore also 

support KJWA implementation. It would be very helpful if funding mechanisms could 
report on agricultural project proposals which have succeeded and failed to receive 
funding; 

 Moreover, there is a need to strengthen the perspective of farmers and their food 
cooperatives within financial instruments such as the GCF.  Currently, amongst some 
60 GCF accredited entities, none come from the agriculture and food sector; in 
contrast, a number of environmental NGOs have received accreditation. Whilst 
accreditation of these entities might be both merited and welcome, the absence of 
entities springing from within the agriculture and food sector undermines ownership 
by farmers and cooperatives and as such is unsustainable; 

 We believe that private sector climate finance could have a significant role to play in 
transforming agriculture across the world. We also understand that for those outside 
the agriculture family, farming appears highly complex, with models for funding 
uncertain and returns on investment full of risk. We believe that this paradigm needs 
to be changed.  

 

Other future topics 

 Measurement, reporting and verification 
We would welcome a discussion on methods and approaches to measure progress in 
climate action (topics 2b). Whilst national GHG inventories for agriculture and LULUCF 
(AFOLU) continue to improve, it is our belief that these inventories: 

o will be insufficient to estimate progress in agriculture which due to the 
biological nature of its emissions is very different, 

o should better represent the sequestration of carbon in soils and vegetation, 
including active forest management; 

Other metrics like GHG intensity are also required to demonstrate progress in addition to 
reductions in absolute emissions.  We see these as indicating a possible range of 
productivity improvements which would be much more relevant to farmers and the range 
of different farming systems across the world.  
 

 Rural economics and sociology  
Under topic 2f, we believe there is a need to understand the range of ‘incentives’ for 
behaviour change, successes and failures experienced in delivering long-term change at 
scale and the need for all farmers to be profitable in order to invest in their businesses and 
families. 
 

 Trade and markets (2f) 
Fair and enabling markets as well as international trade with robust and fair rules are both 
keys for mitigating climate in agriculture and improving food security on a global scale. 


